16th July 2002

TC WHCM IT MaY CONCERN

s, annie Joseph is well knowm to ws. She is a
gualified Socizl Worker and has besen working for
more than 20 years with the poor and destitute
especially women in Mumbai and Kolkatao

ANKUR EKils is an orgsnisation started by lks.

annie Joseph in 1982 with the tlessings of Mother
Teresa M.C. It provides self employment training

to the poor and marginalised women of all communities
in the slums and suburbs of Kolkata.

This organisation, over the last 20. years, heas
provided vocational training and marketing support

to many of these women, some of whom are now training
other women. In recent years, Ankur Kala has also
taken up the challengs of providing training to other
womens groups in and outside Kolkata and slso
ereating an slternative market for handicraft products
made by small producer groups.

we wish annie Joseph and ankur Kala every success
in their efforte to uplift the poor and destitute and
so do something beautiful for God,
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CALCUTTA PROVINCE OF THE SOCIETY OF JESUS

Provincial, Xavier Sadan, 2/3 Middleton Row, Calcurta 700 071, India

‘ -)S Phone:(033) 2296818; 2291578, Fax:(033) 2291592; tai—m

wE@vsal.com

This is to certify that Mrs. Annje joseph is well know to me as a social
worker, with a life commitment to this work. a deep love for the poor, and
the desire to help them to stand on their own feet in self-respect socially
and economically.

She is directing a social centre in Calcutta, ‘Ankurkala’ which
provides employment for destitute women and lraining in cottage industry
it various lines.

Se /s a lay member of the Social Apostofate Commission of the
Calcutta Province of the Society of Jesus.

She is a person of genuine integrity and commitment. | am confident
that she will make the best possible use of an y assistance that may be

extended to the work of Ankurkala.

16 August 2002
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_*As long as you did it to one of these My lgast brethren. You did it te Me"

18th November, 1983

TC_WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

Miss Annie Joseph and her family are very well known to
me. She hag for a number of years, with great dedication,
been working for the noor, especially women in the slums
of Howrah, Bombay and Gujarsat.

Miss Joseph is deeply concerned about the plight of the
many poor and distressed women she has come in contact
with and wishes to start 'aAnkar Kala' (Seed of art)
which will gzive women az sense of dignity, self respect
and participation in their worke

Any help you can give her in the implementation of this
project would be most appreciated,

I wish her every success in her efforts to do Something
Beautiful For God,
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Registered Charity 5 3509 of 1958-1959
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Salesian Province of St. John Bosco Kolkata

Provincial Office

Salesians ol Don Bosco, 52A HAadhanath Chowdhury Road, Kolkata 700015 {india)
Phones - (0091-33) 329-7851 (Provincial), 329-7922/1122/2224/ 1223, Fax : 329-4144
E-mail : sdbinc@ vanl.com

20 June 2002

TO WHOME IT MAY CONCERN

This is to state that Ann Joseph is very well know to me since the last 20 years. She is
also a very close Family Friend. | have watched with joy her great enthusiasm in working
for the poor Women of the area through the NGO, Ankur Kala. I have recently visited the
office and work place of the NGO and found them doing commendable work for these
poor women. Besides teaching them various skills they see to their education and total
formation as human persons. They find a new sense of dignity as they go along with the
various programmes. Ann Joseph has been very much the main stay and dynamic mover
of the programmes. She is very dedicated to her mission and finds much fulfillment in it.
She is definitely a very involved person. I wish her all Gods blessings in her continued
effort to take care of the poor and down trodden women of the area.

Yours sincerely

a
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Fr. John Berger sdb

Provincial

Provincial Office
Kolkata 700015
Ph. 329 7972 /1122

e-mail incprofdvsnl net and jaberger] 1dhotmail com
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30th January 1963

“&s long as yvou did it 1o one of these My least brethren, You did it to Ma"

TO _WHOM IT MAY CONCTRN

Ms, fnnie Joseph and her family are very

well krniown to me, 3She has for a numbar of years,
with great dedication, been working for the poor
especially women in the slums of Howrah, Bombay
and Gujarat,

Ankur Kale was started by Ms,Annie Joseph in 1982
for the rights and dignity of poor, destitute
single women coming from the slums and suburbs of
Calcutta, Over these last ten vears, Annie Joseph
alonz with her colleagues have strove with rreat
dedicstion 2nd perseverence to provide training
e2nd market for these women through their batik,
tailoring, catering, greeting cwqé departments.

fny suprort that you can give for the continustion
of her project would be most appreciated

1 wish her every success in her efforts to do

Something Be-utiful for God,
g oot Y %@ﬁ(

(Ce feresad me




MENNONITE CENTRAL ‘
COMMITTEE .
MCC o

Ak INTERMATIONAL VOLUNTARY
DEVELDPMENT & RELIEF AGEMCY

Twila Miller

Dineciar

_22',"13|nsh Chandra Bose Road. Kolkatla - TD0 014, India
{123 50417, 245-3825, 216-0262, Cable  MENCEMNCOM
Fax © ©91-33-28% 8348, E-mail - mocindaf@cald vsal.netn

Mennonite Central Committee India believes in the work of Ankur Kala. We appreciate
the way they do business and have enjoyed a good relationship with them over the VEars.
Seldom does one see an organisation helping destitute women in such concrete ways
Ankur Kala gives the women comprehensive, practical training and truly prepares them
to find sustainable employment after they leave Ankur Kala. Their crafts are well made,

and their attractive food products are nutritious. We really like their jam!

-- Twila Miller, Director, Mennonite Central Committee India,
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Ankur Kala
3 Meher Ali Road
Kolkata 700017

Kind Attn : Ms Annie Joseph

Greetings !

As in the past Public Relations Society of India-Kclkata Chapter in association with INFINITY is
organizing an event titled “BETTER CITY BETTER LIFE’. The objective of this event is to create a sense of
understanding of a Better City Life in the backdrop of our very own Kolkata and acknowledge citizens of
Kolkata who have contributed in their respective fields for the betterment of various aspects of the
societal life of the city. We would also give away awards to winners of a school level Power Point

competition on Future Kolkata = A Dream,

It would be our privilege to hanor your organization at the said occasion in recognition for helping
women artisans to develop self-confidence, on lune 04, 2011 at Rang Darbar, Swabhumi at 5-15 pm.

We would be obliged to have a line in confirmation in this regard.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Ku? it Mhop

Soumyajit Mahapatra

Secretary

Public Relations Society of india-Kolkata

094330 00672

Venue: Rang Darbar, Swabhumi

Date: June 04, 2011

Award giving ceremony: 5-15 pm
INFIRITY
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THE PREFECT

ST XAVIER'S COLLEGIATE SCHOOL
30 PARK STREET

KOLKATA 700 016

Phone 247-7276

No words . are adequate enough

for the excellent work done by
'ANKUR KALA'.

St Xavier's Collegiate School




Directors:

Tony Devassy
Prisident

B15-588-1403

Ashley A Elenjickal
WVice President
423-707-6362

Andrew Thomas, CPA
Secretary! Accountant
B47-297-1789

Debra Devassy
Arnormey/Legal Advisor

312-568-4312

Frem Menon, M.D.
Dhirector

225-TH6G-9423

P. Gopala Krishnan, M.D.

Director

ad3-464-4000

Antony Thaliath
Director

TT0-923-ER66

CARE AND SHARE

A Non-profit International Charitable Orgamzation
16612 W. 159th St., Suite 204, Lockport, IL 60441, USA
Tel: (815) 588-1403 Fax: (815) 588-1414
Web: www.careandshare.com
E-mail: president(@careandshare.com

Dear Annie,

It is my great pleasure to inform you that the Care and Share Board of Directors
has decided to bestow upon you our Humanitarian of the Year Award for 2010.
Our Board is very impressed by your charitable efforts in Calcutta to sustain a
livelihood for the poorest of the poor. Apart from teaching them how to earn a
living, you have been instrumental in improving the self image and confidence
level of those hopeless women. Having your MSW designation from Tata
Institute, you could have landed in an excellent job somewhere else. You
decided to forgo such a promising career in order to help those less fortunate
than you.

I am planning to be in Calcutta on Saturday, January 16, 2010, to present this
award to you. | hope you will be able to get Sister Nirmala as a chief guest in
order to give this award to you since you are connected with Mother Teresa's
institution. With my limited contact in Calcutta, | will be requesting my contact
people in Calcutta to help coordinate this ceremony.

Through this mail, | am asking those people to contact you. | hope you will
accept this award for the benefit of the needy people in Calcutta. The whole
idea of giving this award is to make other people know the good work you are
doing in order to enhance the quality of life of the less fortunate. It has been
Care and Share's tradition to give Rs. 25,000 as a token of our appreciatian,
which you can use towards your humanitarian causes.

Yours Truly,

/?.m W2

Tony DE‘H‘
Presndent re and Share

Serving the needy with compassion, Become a partner in caring and sharing
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Ankur Kala

3 Meher Ali Road
kolkata 700 017
IMDEA
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Dear Directors;

We were deeply inspired by the stories of the women we met — all of them! The leaders
are extraordinary in their commitment to empowering and transforming the lives of
women, and the women involved in the work of Ankur Kala are clearly being impacted
themselves, and are impacting others in a positive way. There is much we have to learn
from Ankur Kala and we are grateful for the vivid example of hope, unlimited potential,
and the stories of restored lives that evidence the results of Ankur Kala's programs.

aAnlkar kala
WOMENS CENTRE

T, il STHILT AL ST

Qur prayers are with you and we will continue to tell the story!

F o

Sheri Wiedenhoefer ﬁiha'Gc;ﬁz-atez-Piﬁa

Silvia Rios Laura Schmidt Hnbehrts
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Poto:Ulrika

Wedin Milsson
Sita (6l vin-
ster pd bilden)
dr en av kvin-
norna prd An-
Jeur Kala, Nu
hoppas hon
kunna starta
2T viveri | sin

hemby,

Jennic M ook
nagra ar de
nelra som ar-
A _ betay vid ¥M-
YL A sfukedrad
shlimtk ¢ Ren
chr

1 galningar, konstigt nog hinder det  men jag fir se en mager man i kanske  konferens nyligen har det officiellt re-  Kala. Det viirsta fir kanske inte aut det
+ olyckor) gator i Caleutta med sina 40-drsildern borja skaka s4 mycket att  gistrerats inte mindre in 11 000 fall av  anses otillitet att gifta om sig, utan att
. barn i armarna, knackar pd taxins  han inte formir £3 in skeden i munnen. rudbrinning under de senaste dren.  lhon i hembyn forvintas folia vissa re-

och  gir Efter lite hjilp klarar han sig sjilv i, @ Brudbrinning betyder att man brin- gler som till exempel att hon ska wary
Jesler mot Under formiddagen birs ytterligare ner, eller pd annat sitr, didar hustrun  vegetarian och, som inka, bira vita
nen tvd miin in i minnens liggsal. De har  efter nigra drs iktenskap for att skaffa  klider.
Ge  inte antagligen hidmtats antingen direkt sig en ny hemgift med vidhingande - Till exempel har jag Lirt n
ngar till pro- frdn gatan, dir allminheten ofta hjsl-  fru, lisk hir, siger Sita och farkla

per till, eller frin jarnvigsstationen dir ~ Fér css nimns siffran 50 000 ndr et hon vet att det e m!
minga fattiga och svart sjuka frin  giller antalet aborter av fickfoster var-  nor som heundrar |
landsbygden hamnar, berittar en ir- je ir. Egentligen dr det ingen som vet.  hon tar
lindsk volontir for mig. Oerhort tuttt dr det att bli dnkai In-
- Om niitterna jobbar bara en indier  dien. Speciellt i samhillen och
pi Nirmal Hriday, forklarar han ocksi.  distrikt med mycket gamla hin-
-  Pengarna Det betyder att om nigon dor under  duiska traditioner dr det i prakei-
iir bara vidare : natten si dr det oftast forst pd morgo-  ken oméijligt for en dnka att £ en
Il négon indri- Joseph Antoni har job-  nen som kroppen kan biras ut i till en  ny man, och som ensam kvinna

sionella tig-
4r€, ropar en
1un nir vi ar
i vig tillbaka
4 en mor-
ONITIESSa.

Toxt ool bo

Frodrik Lober,

are, siger  bat som medicinsk as- kista i ett rum intill liggsalen. stir du fér méngs inte hogt i
iannen som  sisient hos Moder Te- Men trots allt kiinns det bra efter en kurs.

resenterar sig  resaddver 30 dr. Nu dag pi MNirmal Hriday, hade det inte

am Josep .__u.ﬂwm______mnw ..ﬂ.: ___.n___m.ﬂ? varit fiir "de rena hjirtarnas hem” hade  Ankur Kala

ntond. ) e%?hh“%hﬂ.smu“: ju dessa minniskor lidit och férmodli- — Det dr just ensamma kvinpor
Joseph berit- Rjsilp. gen dott pad Calcuttas gator istillet. som genom kvinnotriningscen-
ar att han har tret Ankur Kala i Calcutea fir en
rbetat i 30 ir Jennie chans att komma tillbaka. Det

om medicinsk assistent med Moder  Det finns minga beundransvirt star-  ir morgon nar vi kommer pi be-
‘eresa. Han bérjar sjilv bli gammal  ka kvinnor kvar i Indien iven efter s6k, och alla kvinnorna och tjejer-
u, och sittes vagje deg fevs timmar  Moder Tercsa, En av dem 8r vtan tyee  na shir sig under tystnad ner pi det
_ ings en mindre vig och ser efter vilka  kan Jennie Tha. [ 32 4r har Jennie kim-  rida stengolvet medan en av de

3m behdver hjilp. pat med att bota sjukdomar i delstaten  yngre kvinnorna tinder et djus
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Calcuttans exchange ideas on traﬁsforming their 1101:@

CHANDREYEE GHOSE

Thoughts on a better ci

They came from various
walks of life with one item on
the agenda: to make Calcuttaa
better place. .

The event was a panel dis-
cussion on “Befter City Batter
Life”, organised by the Calcut-
ta Chapter of Public Relations
Society of India and Infinity
group, in association with The
Telegraph, at Swabhumi on
Saturday, the eve of World En-
vironment Dy

“Uniess we follow some
basic etiguette, we cannot
make our city a better place,
So please switch off your mo-
bile phones,” said panel mem-
ber actor Parambrata Chat-
tepadhyay to the audience

which saw an interesting mix
of students, celebrities, indus-
trialists and social workers,

The other panellists includ-
ed painter Suvaprasanna,
cricketer Devang Gandhi, the

T Pt SELN
tor ity Infot : 3 cal
Fidea Reliira Chata . and Sudha Kaul at the panel discussion. Pictures by Rashbehari Das i
the chairman of iLead and PS cong
Group, Pradip Chopra, and the  where)," he jokad. structions are much moere for his PowerPoint presenta-
founder and vice-chairperson “Inthe70s, while I was vis-  planned In Calcutta, weletgo - tion on “Puture Kolkata™. The
of the Indian [nstitute of Cere  iting London, many people of our beautiful colonial ar- first prize in this category
bral Palsy, Sudha Kaul fondly asked me about the chiteciure” went to Rachit Parasrampuria

The speakers all came up roads and bylanes of Caleut- Real estate developer of La Martiniere for Boys, !

with various suggestions on
how we can work towards a
better Calcutta.

Chamaria, for instance,
wanted the Akshaya Patra
project, the country's largest
NGO-run school meal pro-
gramme that Infinity is asseci:
ated with, 1o be introduced in
Calcutta soon. “Then, by 2020,
we will see not a single hungry
child in the city This scheme
may bring more students back
to school,™ he said.

Suvaprasanna highlighted
how Calcurtans often shirked
their responsibility of im-
proving their city “Amra
khali bolt bhalo theko Rolkata,
amra jeng onyo jaygay chole jai
{We always say long live Cal-
cutta, but st us live else-

LB

ta.” the painter recalled. “The
city was so beantifol then, But
how much have we been able
to preserve that beauty? I am
not blaming anvane, tut what
has happened to that beautiful
Caleutts?™

The painter pointed at the
statue of Subhas Chandra
Bose at the Shyambazar cross-
ing. “That ugly thing cannot
be a tribute to Netaji. Why do
we let our heritage rot like
that?” he demanded.

Actor Chattopadinay him-
sell took up the cause of her-
itage buildings. “It is a crime
1o demalish old building=." he
said. “The city is witnessing
mMonsirous constructions. [Tis
an assault on our apsthetics.
In Defhi and Mumbai, the con-

Chopra claimed that three
wears ago, 3 group of builders
had submitted 1o the civic ag-
thorities a “fool-proof™ plan for
restoring some heritage build-
ings in the city, “We are still
awaiting the CMU's response,
Buflders are not that bad; they
are agqually concerned about
thecity™ ha addad,

Chopra invited profession-
als from all fields to spare
some time for teaching. “We
need good teachers every.
where " hesaid,

Gandhi weanted sports 1o be
incladed in school curriculato
build a “fitter Calcutta”, while
Eau! sought the inclusion of
all thivse who are “different™

One of her students from
OCE Rick Sen, was awarded

Sveta Shaw of Ballygunge
Shiksha Sadan was second
while Ritwika Dasgupta of
Loratn Day School, Bowhazar,
was thind.

The best three presenta-
tione'were shown to the audi-
ence. All of them highlighted
the treffic and pollution prob-
lem of the city

Some celebrity award win-
ners included dancor
Alokananda Roy actress
Ananva Chatierjee, green ar
chitert Avan Sen, animal ac-
tivist Satarups Sanyal and ed-
ucationist Shimanti Das, Inst:-
tutions Hiee Ankur Kals, that
helps destitute women, and
the Centre for Ecological
Movement, among others,
were also honoured.




"Andlighet och enelhet, Adrt arbete och arlighet
ar riktlinjer for Ankur Kala”

per pa galver med sina lirobacker. De
undervisar varandra medan vi bjuds pd
te ach kex.

Mar undervisningen dr dver beritar
Annie om arbeter pd Ankur Kala. Man
forsdker att arbeta pd ert personlige
och enkelt sitc med varje kvinna
Traningen gdr ur pd are lira sig en
hantverk, ekonomi och férsiljning,
feannorna fic behalla 70 procent av
inkomsten  frin farsdljningen  och
resten gar till Ankur Kala,

och ate lisa och skriva. Forsorjningen
av familjen hiinger pd henne nu. [nnan
hon kem till Ankur Kala kindc hon sig
deprimerad och hon kan nistan inte
beskriva hur mycker hon har forin-
dracs under de fyra &r som hon har
kommir oll centrer.

- AKBARHI AR MUSLIM, mMen en
mycket dppen muslim, siger Annic,
som  tolkar vad Akbahri berirear.

tamilj pd fivra personer kostar 2534 s
per dag. De kan bara dra fisk en piing
veckan.

Reba har en son som ar 20 ar och
en dotwer som dr 22 Dorrern fir -
ning i barnkunskap pd Ankur Kals
Beba har varir pad Ankur Hala 1 ore ar
och hon har Firr sip mveker Anme
beskriver Reba som en dde! ool kar
leksfull person som bryr sig om andra
och har formaga at ta ansvar, Anne
skulle wvilja acc Reba blev larare pa
Ankur Kala | frameiden.

= Beba har i hjirea av g
Annie, och hon har ledarskapstirmi
ga. Reba har hand om matagnin
pi Ankur Rala, Hon rvek-

Id, saper

Unpefir 20 kvinnaor kom-
varje dag, Tvi ginger
tiaden har man solida-
smmoten for alla kvin-
R vann pld centrer.

70 kvinnor brokar
romma nll métena,

Man fgnar sig it bon,
reflektion och delar erfa-
renheter med varandea.
Ibland tar man upp e
rema, tll exempel karrup-
tton och hur man ska fér-

hilla sig dll den. Ankur
Kalas varderingar gir ur pd

ARBAR ALL-§
RETA ALY

ikt och
prata med andra mdnns
kor. Reba ar ombkring 44
ir och hon ar b

Akbarhi ool Reba aner

vinder nill sina wesalor oo

er om art  kon

Anmie berdtrar ar muan
Ankur Kala ocksi arbear
Familjeradaiviing

med
ach gér hembesok  Der
hinder att nigra av kwn
norna gifter sig eller wir

tllbaka dll sins man

TieL

FRAMTLIINDML 4 %

"loving, caring and sha-
ring” — kirlek, atr bry sig
om och atr dela erfarenhe-
ter.

De kvinnor som avslutat sin Jnga
traning pd Ankur Fala kommer tllba-
kaen ging i veckan, far am arbera eller
- arbeten som de slutfér hemma,
igher och enkelher, hiart arbere
arligher & okdinjer fr Ankur
b, och stoltheten och glidjen kanas
lig bland kvinnorna,

ARBARNI Too® art hon dr mellan 40
wch 45 4r gammal. Hon har ovd barn,
ciosoi pd 14 3r och en dotrer sam dr
L2 e Mannen dr utan arbete och vis:
tas Just nu pd sjukhus for hjirebesvir,
Sonen har et enklare mckaniske arbe-
*och dortern gdroioskolan. Akbarhi
Brukade arbora i boshdll som oviceer
ska
Flon fick héra talas om Ankur Kala
genom en annan kvinna som besékee
centrer. Hom har larg sig massor av nya
saker: mod, splviorvoende ach kirlek

Pa Meher Ali Road 9 i Calcutio for ensamstdende kvinnor en
chans till eit béttre liv. Foto: Coroline Gusiavsson,

Akbarhi accepterar och dlskar alla reli-
gioner. Hennes man brukade arbera
som cykelrikshaférare innan han blev
sjuk. En gdng ndr kvinnorna hade en
uestillning  av  sina  arberen  fick
Akbarhis man fungera som dérrvake.
Han fick beralt fir sier arbere och han
kinde sig vildigt uppskartad, berdcoar
Akbarhi.

REva KOMMmER frdn en férorc till
Caleutra. Det tar henne tvd dmmar ate
dka ol centrer om all fungerar som
der ska. Innan hon kem il Anku
Kaly brukade bon arbera som sam-
merska med mycket lig 1an. For e
dussin byxor fick hon tvd rupees, cirka
en krona.

Nu tjanar hon 800 rs pd en dag och
kinner sig mycker gladare. Manads-
kortet for tir och buss kostar ca 250
rs per minad och maten fOr hennes

N4 hde atr kunna skafl en
bit land i urkanten o sl
atr kuaza

cutia for

CEMa gronsaker ach tar s

kvinnorna frin staden och landsbug-
den  ska

Innan wvi limnar Ankur Kala Biuds o

kunna  traffa varandra

pé lunch, vackert upplagd av kvinnor
na i kaket. Vi drer sirtande pd basgnas-
tor pd det réda golver | samlinesrum
met. Moder Teresa ool Fransius
vakar éver dver css frin vars oo oekiks
POSC Pl vaggen

Och jag winker pd moarer mellan
stad ach land, mellan land acih land,
mellan vist ach ést. P Ankur Bala
varje kvinna behilla sin kulrure ach alla
religioner respekreras.

Utmaningen i ate e vare ko

en migligher atc beftia sig fin o
dom ach foreryvek.

Drrémmen dr atc varje kvnmma sem
drerfare sin vardigher ach lirt sig en
yrke ska leva efter Ankur Kalus varde-
ringar och sd nya frén av hoppwndie

her och msprearion 1 n omgivigne, O
| E L




Prime Minister of Luxembourg
His Excellency Mr: Jean- Claude Juncker with Annie Joseph,
Chief Co-ordinator of Ankur Kala during his visit to
Ankur Kalam 1999




